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SARE

What is SARE?  

What is NC SARE?



Farmer/Rancher Grant

These grants are for farmers to explore innovative 
sustainable agriculture solutions to production, 
marketing, labor, and more. Sustainable agriculture 
practices are tested through on-farm research, 
education, or demonstration projects and results are 
shared with other farmers. 

https://northcentral.sare.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant/farmer-
rancher-grant/

https://northcentral.sare.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant/farmer-rancher-grant/


Examples of Grants

• Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
• Rotational Grazing
• Soil Erosion Control
• Water Quality Improvements
• Cover Crops
• Crop Diversity
• Nutrient Management
• Value Added & Direct Marketing
• Organic Agriculture
• Systems Approach to Farming



Guidelines

• On-farm research, demonstration 
and/or educational projects

• Funding for 23 months
• 2021 - $720,000 total funds available

• Individual – $9,000 
• Team – 2 farms; $18,000
• Group – 3 or more farms; $27,000



Guidelines

Farmer – someone who raises crops or livestock, especially as a 
business.

• Team and Group Grant farmer participants must be separate 
farms.

• Team and Group Grant must designate a project coordinator.



Successful Proposals

• Clearly define problem
• Involve cooperators
• Measure project outcomes
• Emphasize outreach
• Demonstrate a good fit with SARE’s mission



Proposal Sections

• Project proposal
• Budget with item descriptions and justification
• Letter of support
• Confirmation of commitment (Team and Group only)



Proposal Evaluation 

• Project leader or team (10%)
• Project design (30%)
• Contribution to the growth of sustainable agriculture (15%)
• Outreach (20%)
• Evaluation (15%)
• Appropriate budget (10%)



Budget (allowed)

• Personnel
• Materials and supplies needed for the project (seed, fertilizer, 

portable fencing or other farming inputs, etc.)
• Travel ($0.575/mile)
• Other direct costs (consultants, communications, 

conferences/meetings/workshops, speaker/trainer fees, copies, 
supplies)

• Equipment/permanent fencing, perennial seeds and plants (up 
to 50% of the cost of these items with justification)



Budget (not allowed)

• Not for everyday farming expenses
• Starting or expanding a farm or farm operation 
• Equipment costing more than $5,000
• Capital expenses (land, general farm improvements, 

construction of buildings, greenhouses, etc.) 
• Permanent improvement to a farm, such as constructing or 

remodeling a building, permanent fencing, etc.
• Any meal that does not maintain the continuity of a meeting
• Testing of specific commercial products



2021 Grant Cycle

December 3, 2020 – Proposal due
Spring 2021 – Approximate date of start of grant between 
April 1 and May 1 (50% of funds available)
January 31, 2022 – Progress report due (35% funds 
available)
January 31, 2023 – Project end and final report due (15% 
funds, final payment)



Past Funded Projects

Past projects including summaries, highlights and reports
https://projects.sare.org/search-projects/

https://projects.sare.org/search-projects/


MO SARE Co-Coordinators
https://www.northcentralsare.org/State-Programs/Missouri

Dan Downing
University of Missouri
205 Ag Engineering Building
Columbia, MO 65211
Phone: 573.882.0085
Email: downingd@missouri.edu

Touria Eaton, Ph. D.
Lincoln University
213 Allen Hall
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573.681.5174
Email: EatonT@LincolnU.edu

https://www.northcentralsare.org/State-Programs/Missouri
mailto:downingd@missouri.edu
mailto:EatonT@LincolnU.edu


Miranda Duschack, Small Farm Specialist
Lincoln University Cooperative Extension
Address
Phone
Website

Debi Kelly, Field Specialist in Horticulture
University of Missouri Extension – Jefferson County
301 Third St, PO Box 497
Hillsboro MO 63050-0497
636-797-5391, kellyd@missouri.edu
https://extension2.missouri.edu/counties/jefferson
https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonCountyUniversityExtension

mailto:kellyd@missouri.edu
https://extension2.missouri.edu/counties/jefferson
https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonCountyUniversityExtension

