
Many say it’s the people that make Oklahoma so special while others will argue it is the wide open spaces and 

beautiful sunsets. For those of you who have never been to Oklahoma or really don’t know much about Oklahoma, I 

pulled together a few facts I thought might be of interest. 

We also have quite a few famous people from Oklahoma. They include Johnny Bench, Garth Brooks, Vince Gill, 

Woody Guthrie, Paul Harvey, Ron Howard, Mickey Mantle, Brad Pitt, Tony Randall, Will Rogers, Jim Thorpe, Reba McEntire 

and Shannon Miller, to name just a few. I could go on and on with lists of firsts that came about in Oklahoma or famous 

people and places. 

I hope every one of you enjoys your stay in Oklahoma, learns something new at this conference and will plan to visit 

again sometime. And if you have some extra time in Tulsa, be sure to visit the Gilcrease Museum and the Philbrook 

Museum along with the Linnaeus Teaching Gardens. You will enjoy them all. 

Welcome to Tulsa and to Oklahoma! 

� Oklahoma’s state capitol is the only one in the world with an oil well drilled beneath it. 

� Sylvan Goldman of Oklahoma created the first rolling supermarket cart. 

� Oklahoma’s average annual temperature is a pleasant 60.5 degrees. 

� The world’s largest single deposit of pure alabaster is found in the Alabaster Caverns near Freedom. 

� Oklahoma has four mountain ranges: Ouachita, Arbuckle, Wichita and Ozark. 

� Forests cover 24 percent of Oklahoma. 

� Oklahoma has more manmade lakes than any other state. 

� The Oklahoma state motto is Labor omnia vinci, “Labor conquers all things”. 

� The highest elevation in the state is Black Mesa at 4,978 feet and the lowest is near Idabel at 324 feet. 

� Oklahoma has 2,500 different soil types. 

� Winter wheat, hay, corn for grain, peanuts and pecans are Oklahoma’s top crops. 

� Total Oklahoma farmland is 35 million acres. 

� “Oklahoma” comes from two Choctaw words: “okla” (people) and “humma” (red). 

� Thirty-eight federally recognized Indian tribes’ headquarters are in Oklahoma; members of 67 tribes reside here. 

Thank you to everyone for being here. 

Vicki Stamback, 2010 Conference Chair 
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6:00 a.m. Buses depart hotel, front entrance 

Breakfast will be provided at time 

of boarding. 

7:15 a.m. Buses arrive Bear Creek Farms, 

Stillwater 

7:30 a.m. Welcome and Introductions 

Vicki Stamback, Bear Creek Farms 

7:45 -8:45 a.m. Seed Germination and Growing On 

Todd Cavins, Sun-Gro Horticulture, Stillwater 

8:45-9:15 a.m. Succession Planting 

John Dole, North Carolina State University 

9:15-9:30 a.m. Break 

9:30-10:45 a.m. Insect and Disease Control 

Eric Rebek, Oklahoma State University 

10:45 a.m. Buses depart for lunch, Hideaway Pizza, Stillwater 

12:00 noon Buses return to Bear Creek Farms 

12:15-1:30 p.m. Infrastructure and Greenhouse Options 

Steve Upson, The Noble Foundation, Ardmore 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Postharvest Handling 

John Dole, NCSU, and Gay Smith, Chrysal USA 

2:30-2:45 p.m. Break 

2:45-3:45 p.m. Marketing Before You Grow 

Lynn Byczynski, Growing for Market, Lawrence, Kansas 

3:45-4:15 p.m. Effective and Profitable Recordkeeping 

Holly Pasmore, Bear Creek Farm 

4:15-5:00 p.m. Tour of Bear Creek Farms 

Vicki Stamback, Bear Creek Farms 

5:00 p.m. Buses depart Bear Creek Farms 
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8:00 a.m.-Noon __________________________________ QuickBooks and Online Marketing 

Promenade A 

There’s no accounting for taste, and for many growers, there’s no taste for accounting.  QuickBooks can get you 

out of the columns and back in the rows where you belong, doing what you do best, growing cut flowers. 

Damona Doye of Oklahoma State University will start you off on the right track. 50 laptops will be  provided, or 

bring your own with QuickBooks 2010 already installed. 

Use of social media is on the rise, but how do growers use these tools to connect with customers? This session 

will explore how to use YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Flickr and Slideshare to interact with your clientele. Craig 

Wood, University of Kentucky eXtension, will share the secrets of online marketing. 

Lunch on your own. 

See page 10 for nearby restaurants. 

1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. __________________________________________ Wonderful Weddings 

Promenade D 

Born and educated in France, Anne-Marie Foy, owner of the French Bouquet in Tulsa,  explores her European 

heritage through the creation of floral artistry unlike any other in Oklahoma.  Anne-Marie’s inspiration includes 

the European masters she studied and the French designers with whom she regularly trains. A member of the 

Society of American Florists and the American Wedding Association, Anne-Marie  redefines floristry for her clients 

with a unique style, and will demonstrate how she achieves this. If weddings are part of your business, you don’t 

want to miss this one-of-a-kind talk and demonstration. 

3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. _______________________________ Improve Your Marketing Potential 

Promenade D 

Who grows better flowers than ASCFG members? How often do you take advantage of your ASCFG membership by 

buying from and selling to your fellow members?  Bernadette Hammelman, a floral industry member for  more than 

20 years, will explain the benefits of partnering with other growers, how to talk to customers, how to handle shipping 

and how all of this can increase your business. She will also demonstrate the secrets to packing fresh flowers so they 

arrive in perfect condition. 

Dinner on your own. 

See page 10 for nearby restaurants. 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. ____________________________ Lessons Learned: If I Could Do it Again 

Tulsa South 

Bring your best new ideas (and your worst old ideas) to share with other cut flower 

growers in this informal and lively discussion. Cash bar and hors d’oeuvres. 

All attendees are welcome. 

_________________________Monday, November 8 
_
_
_
C

on
fe
re
nc

e 
Ki

ck
-o

ff_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
W

or
ks
ho

ps
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

4 



________________________Tuesday, November 9 
_
_
_
Ba

nq
ue

t_
_
_
_
_
_
_
C

on
fe

re
nc

e_
_
_
_
_
_
_
C

on
fe

re
nc

e_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

7:30 a.m.-Noon _______________________________________________ General Session 

Promenade ABC 

7:30-7:45 a.m. Welcome to Tulsa 

Vicki Stamback, Bear Creek Farms, Stillwater, ASCFG President 

7:45-8:30 a.m. A Passion for Flowers 

Lynn Byczynski, Growing for Market, Lawrence, Kansas 

8:30-9:30 a.m. Innovations in Horticulture and Plant Material 

Carl Whitcomb, Lacebark Inc., Stillwater 

9:30-10:30 a.m. Get Them Buggers: Implementing Pest Management 

Strategies to Deal with Insect and Mite Pests 

Raymond Cloyd, Kansas State University, Manhattan 

10:30-Noon New Varieties and ASCFG Trials Report 

John Dole, North Carolina State University, Raleigh 

Noon-1:30 p.m. Lunch on your own.  See page 10 for nearby restaurants. 

1:30-3:00 p.m. ______________________________________________ Concurrent Sessions 

Moneymaking Greenhouse Crops 

Darrell Johnson, Johnson Greenhouses, Duncanville, Alabama 

Oklahoma Ballroom 

Organic Hoophouse Management 

Mark Cain, Dripping Springs Garden, Huntsville, Arkansas 

Promenade A 

The Comeback of the Mum 

Janet Foss, J. Foss Garden Flowers, Chehalis, Washington 

Tulsa North 

3:00-3:30 p.m. Break  Promenade A Foyer 

3:30-5:00 p.m. ______________________________________________ Concurrent Sessions 

Moneymaking Field Crops 

Dahlia - Patricia Banner, Banner Flower Farm, Allegan, Michigan 

Other Surprising Flowers - MaryLee Johnson, Windswept Acres, Cecil, Wisconsin 

Oklahoma Ballroom 

Organic Soil Management 

Mark Cain, Dripping Springs Garden, Huntsville, Arkansas 

Promenade A 

Eight Woody Cuts You Should be Growing 

Lane Greer, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater 

Diane Szukovathy, Jello Mold Farm, Mount Vernon, Washington 

Tulsa North 

6:30 p.m. ________________________________ Reception, Banquet and Benefit Auction 

Tulsa South 
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8:00 a.m. - Noon 

Trade Show 

Promenade 

You have the full morning to visit the Trade 

Show, where you’ll be able to talk face to face 

with suppliers you trust for your farm and 

greenhouse supplies. Whether you’re a large 

or small grower, or grow cut flowers in the 

field or a hoophouse, find what you need 

from these ASCFG supporters.  This is also 

your time to participate in the Research 

Foundation silent auction and bucket raffle. 

Continental breakfast is included. 

Noon-1:30 p.m. 

Lunch on your own. 

See page 10 for nearby restaurants. 

1:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Tour of Bear Creek Farms, Stillwater 

Buses depart hotel, front entrance. 

VISIT US at the TRADE SHOW! 

Abbott-Ipco 

American Plant Products & Services 

A-Roo Company 

ASCFG Research Foundation 

ATTRA 

Ball Horticultural Company 

Ball Tagawa 

Chrysal USA 

Ednie Flower Bulb 

Fred C. Gloeckner & Co. 

GeoSeed 

Gro ‘n Sell 

Growing for Market 

Harris Seeds 

King’s Mums 

Hortica 

Lacebark 

MidSouth Specialty Cut Flower Project 

PanAmerican Seed 

Stuppy 

Syngenta Flowers 

Zabo Plant 
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Pat Banner 
Banner Flower Farm started in 1997 with Jim and Patricia 

Banner selling cut flowers from their flower wagon in front of 

their home. The wheels were from an old vegetable cart that 

Jim found out in the pasture. The flower wagon was made as 

a gift to his wife.  Today, Banner Flower Farm specializes in 

dahlias. Along with providing dahlia tubers to retail and 

wholesale customers, we grow a wide range of cut flowers 

for markets, events and florists.  In June 2010, Mathias Banner 

took over the business from his parents. Patricia now helps 

out as a consultant. 

Lynn Byczynski 
Lynn is the founder and editor of Growing for Market, a national 

magazine for market gardeners, and the author of The Flower 

Farmer: An Organic Grower’s Guide to Raising and Selling Cut 

Flowers. She has been a market gardener since 1988 and was 

recently recognized as a “Pioneer of Local Agriculture” in 

Lawrence, Kansas, where she lives with her husband and two 

almost-grown children. In her 20-some years of growing flowers, 

she has sold to florists, supermarkets, farmers markets, by 

subscription, and to a few carefully chosen brides. 

Mark Cain 
studied under the Godfather of sustainable agriculture Alan 

Chadwick at UC Santa Cruz, before he found a beautiful 

creekside spot in Arkansas to start his own farm. At Dripping 

Springs, Mark and his partner Michael Crane produce certified 

organic cut flowers, vegetables, herbs and berries. Mark’s 30- 

year practice of ashtanga-vinyasa keeps both his body and 

mind flexible. 

Todd Cavins 
is a technical specialist with Sun-Gro Horticulture, North 

America’s largest producer of potting mixes and peat moss. 

He studied biology at Southwestern Oklahoma State 

University, cut flower physiology at Oklahoma State, and plant 

nutrition/soil physics at North Carolina State. He returned to 

Stillwater as Assistant Professor of Floriculture where his 

research programs included commercial flower production and 

plant nutrition. Now Todd takes his knowledge on the road as 

he helps customers improve their growing practices. 

Raymond Cloyd 
is a professor and extension specialist in ornamental 

entomology and integrated pest management at Kansas State 

University. He is well known in the commercial horticulture 

industry as a prolific author and popular speaker. Raymond 

has published more than 40 scientific refereed publications, 

and has authored or co-authored several books, including 

Pests and Diseases of Herbaceous Perennials, IPM for 

Gardeners, and Plant Protection: Managing Greenhouse 

Insect and Mite Pests. 

John Dole 
John Dole, the Executive Advisor of the ASCFG, is a professor 

with the department of Horticultural Science at North Carolina 

State University where he conducts research on production 

and postharvest handling of cut flowers, unrooted cuttings, 

bedding plants, and poinsettias, and teaches 3 floriculture 

courses. He co-coordinates the ASCFG’s national trial 

programs, which evaluate new annual, perennial and woody 

cut species. He has written hundreds of trade journal articles, 

scientific journal articles, and book chapters. His most recent 

book, co-authored with Lane Greer, is Woody Cut Stems for 

Growers and Florists, available from the ASCFG. 

Damona Doye 
is a Regents professor and Extension economist at OSU and 

Sarkeys Distinguished Professor. She earned B.S. and M.S. 

degrees in Agricultural Economics at OSU and a Ph.D. at Iowa 

State. She supervises IFMAPS, an Oklahoma program which 

provides trained personnel to assist farmers and ranchers in 

developing financial plans and is co-leader of the OSU Master 

Cattleman Program. Damona also provides leadership for 

several educational programs targeted to women in agriculture. 

She is author or co-author of numerous publications on farm 

and ranch financial management topics, including record- 

keeping, rental rates, land values, and enterprise analysis. 

Damona is active in the North Central Farm Management 

Extension Committee and currently serves on the board for the 

Council on Food, Agriculture and Resource Economics. 

Janet Foss 
has been an ASCFG member since 1991. She has spoken at 

several ASCFG Conferences and Regional Meetings, and is well 

regarded for her extensive botanical and agricultural 

knowledge, which she shares with all growers. 

Anne-Marie Foye 
Born and educated in France, Anne-Marie Foy explores her 

European heritage through the creation of floral artistry unlike 

any other in Oklahoma. Prior to opening The French Bouquet 

in 2004, she earned an MBA and a master’s degree in Russian 

Language and civilization at the University of Clermont- 

Ferrand.  Anne-Marie’s inspiration includes the European 

masters she studied and the French designers with whom she 

regularly trains. Her contemporary talent and skills benefit 

from a global perspective and celebration of life that is honed 

by regular trips abroad. A member of the society of American 

Florists and American Wedding Association, Anne-Marie is 

redefining floristry for her growing list of clients with a truly 

unique style – one that makes her among the most sought- 

after floral designers in the Tulsa area. 

8 



Speakers____________________________________

Lane Greer 
received her Ph.D from North Carolina State University and taught 

at Mississippi State University. She honed her sustainable agriculture 

skills at the national sustainable agriculture information service (ATTRA) 

providing information to growers around the country on production and 

marketing of ornamentals. Simultaneously, she owned a cut flower farm, 

raising an acre of annuals, perennials, and woody shrubs. Her research 

has focused on the production and vase life of cut flowers. Now at 

Oklahoma State, she’s teaching, and working with Web 2.0 technologies. 

Bernadette Hammelman 
Hammelmans’ 500-acre family farm is located in the heart of Oregon’s 

Willamette Valley. About 65 acres are currently in cut flower culture, 

the remainder is in grass seed and vegetable production. The 

Hammelmans take pride in their family and agricultural lifestyle, and 

love to show visitors what they do. With agriculture as their 

livelihood, they have a strong appreciation for the land. 

Darrell Johnson 
grew cut snapdragons as a greenhouse assistant at the Auburn 

University Patterson Research Greenhouses where Dr. Ken Sanderson 

and Bill Martin directed snapdragon variety research funded by the 

Fred C. Gloeckner Co. He and his wife Teresa started Johnson 

Greenhouses in 1984, growing 50% snapdragons, 25% gerbera, and 

25% miscellaneous crops. Their Duncanville, Alabama location includes 

15,000 sq. ft. of greenhouses, one acre of field production, and a garden 

center/landscape service at a separate location. Darrell is an Auburn 

alum, with a degree in ornamental horticulture. 

MaryLee Johnson 
is a longtime ASCFG member. She grows a wide variety of cut flowers, 

foliage and berried branches in northeast Wisconsin, and sells them 

to florists across the state. 

Holly Pasmore 
Holly’s arch nemesis is the spider mite. She learned about them at 

Oklahoma State, where she majored in horticulture and minored in 

entomology. Holly worked at Bear Creek Farms during and after her 

years at OSU, and as a landscaper at the University of Arkansas. In 

2009 she came back home to Stillwater and Bear Creek. She feels 

lucky to have a job that she loves passionately. 

Eric Rebek 
is an assistant professor at Oklahoma State University, where he 

works with a wide section of the green industry on the biology, 

current status, and management of arthropod pests of horticultural 

crops, especially ornamentals, turfgrass, and grapes. His research 

interests include integrated control strategies of horticultural 

arthropod pests, plant-insect-plant pathogen interactions, 

development of meaningful treatment thresholds, and basic biology 

of key arthropod pests. 

Gay Smith 
has been involved in every aspect of the cut flower business for more 

than 30 years.  She is currently Technical Consulting Manager at 

Chrysal USA, where she advises growers, wholesalers and buyers on 

postharvest handling procedures. Gay has been a long-time 

supporter of the ASCFG, and contributes the “Small Things 

Considered” column in The Cut Flower Quarterly, as well as writing 

for several other floral industry publications.  She’s a member of the 

Portland Conference Planning Committee. 

Vicki Stamback 
is familiar to ASCFG members as South-Central Regional Director, 

President of the ASCFG Research Foundation, a frequent speaker at 

ASCFG National Conferences and Regional Meetings, and is the 2010 

Conference Chair. She’s owned Bear Creek Farms for 15 years, growing 

a large variety of flowers year-round and delivering directly to florists. 

Diane Szukovathy 
has degrees and background in graphic design, and painting and 

drawing; everything BUT farming! She worked for fifteen years as a 

self-trained fine gardener, garden designer and landscape contractor. 

Jello Mold Farm has always been committed to organic gardening 

practices. That, combined with a voracious appetite for learning new 

things about plants has provided a natural stepping stone into 

sustainable flower farming. 

Steve Upson 
A native Tulsan, Steve received his bachelor’s degree from Oklahoma 

State and his master’s from Kansas State. He’s a horticulture consultant 

with the Noble Foundation, an independent, nonprofit institute which 

conducts direct operations, including assisting farmers and ranchers, 

and conducting plant science research and agricultural programs, to 

enhance agricultural productivity regionally, nationally and 

internationally. Steve’s areas of expertise include hoophouse design, 

construction and growing systems, and hoophouse crop management. 

Carl Whitcomb 
Dr. Whitcomb is president of Lacebark, Inc., a private research and 

plant breeding facility near Stillwater. Lacebark, Inc. celebrated 25 

years in 2010. He was previously a professor at the University of 

Florida, and at Oklahoma State. An inventor and entrepreneur, Dr. 

Whitcomb holds 28 USA patents and over 30 registered trademarks. 

He has written five books; four in the field of horticulture and plant 

science, and most recently his autobiography. 

Craig Wood 
has been associated with the University of Kentucky and Cooperative 

Extension since 1985. He provides leadership in the creation, 

transformation, management and delivery of content through 

Communities of Practice for inclusion in the eXtension. In 2008 he was 

awarded the USDA Secretary’s Group Honor Award for Excellence. 

Originally from Texas, Craig received his bachelor’s degree from Texas 

Tech University, and his M.S. and Ph.D from New Mexico State. 
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Billy’s on the Square 

424 S. Main St. 

918.583.8703 

Blue Dome Diner 

313 E. 2nd St. 

918.382.7866 

Bravo Ristorante 

(Italian) 

100 E. 2nd St. 

918.560.2254 

Buns and Roses 

(Deli) 

111 W. 5th St. , 

Suite 100 in 

Manhattan Building 

918.695.4565 

Dilly Deli 

402 E. 2nd St. 

918. 938.6382 

El Guapo’s Cantina 

Tex-Mex dishes and 

traditional Mexican selections. 

332 E. 1st St. 

918.382.RITA (7482) 

Grand Selections 

(Lunch only) 

Specialties include loaded 

baked potatoes, wraps, sand- 

wiches, soups, salads, and nachos. 

309 S. Main St. 

918.583.0510 

Impressions Restaurant 

507 S. Main St. 

Located in the old oil 

capital building. 

918.587.0515 

James E. McNellie’s (Pub) 

409 East 1st Street 

918.382.PINT (7468) 

Joe Momma’s 

112 S Elgin Ave. 

918.794.6563 

Knotty Pine Restaurant (BBQ) 

3301 West 5th Street 

918.584.0171 

Mazzio’s Italian Eatery 

421 E 11th St. 

918.664.4444 

Tabouli’s (Middle Eastern cuisine) 

414 S. Main St. 

918.599.8220 

Steakfinger House (Lunch only) 

403 S. Boulder Ave. 

918.584.0454 

Yokozuna (Asian) 

309 E. 2nd St. 

918.508.7676 

_____________________________Nearby Restaurants 
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Buy your copy from Judy 

or Linda. John and Lane 

will sign books on 

Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. 



THANK YOU 

2010 Conference Sponsors 

GOLD: 

American Takii 
GeoSeed 
SILVER: 

Sakata 
Syngenta Flowers 

BRONZE: 

Abbott-Ipco 
Ball Horticultural Company 

Gro ‘n Sell 
North Creek Nurseries 

PanAmerican Seed 

THANK YOU 

2010 Conference Committee 

Vicki Stamback, Chair 
Terry Stamback 

John Dole 
Lane Greer 

Holly Pasmore 
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See you next year! 

Reston, Virginia 

November 7-9, 2011 




