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COLUMBIA,	Mo.	–Farmers	and	ranchers	in	12	
north-central states can now compete for federal 
grants to fund projects in sustainable agriculture.
Funding	comes	from	the	USDA’s	Sustainable	
Agriculture	Research	and	Education	(SARE)	
program.
 “These grants allow farmers and ranchers an 
opportunity to test new sustainable agriculture 
techniques and demonstrate how they can 
be used over a wider area,” said Debi Kelly, 
Missouri	SARE	co-coordinator.
	 The	SARE	program	invites	farmers	or	
ranchers	operating	in	SARE’s	North	Central	
Region,	which	includes	Missouri,	to	submit	
proposals for projects that test and evaluate 
adaptable sustainable agricultural practices for 
their operations. Competitive grants up to $6,000 
for individuals or $18,000 for groups of three or 
more from separate operations are available.
 Applications are due by Dec. 1, 2008. 
Eligible states include Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota 
and Wisconsin. Missouri leads the region 
in number of grants won, with 85 since the 
program started in 1992.
 Kelly said she would review any grant 
applications, offering suggestions to increase 
chances of success. The grants are for 
sustainable agriculture research and education 
projects and not for everyday farming expenses. 
During the past 16 years, these grants have 
funded a wide array of projects in livestock- and 
crop-production systems, waste management, 
weed and pest control, organic farming, 
marketing, water quality and soil conservation. 
The grant application can be downloaded at 
http://www.sare.org/ncrsare/prod.htm.
 For more information, contact  MO 
SARE	co-coordinator Debi Kelly at 573-882-
1905 or  kellyd@missouri.edu.

	 MO	SARE  co-coordinator K.B. Paul at 
Lincoln University can be reached at 573-681-
5584 or paulk@lincolnu.edu.
	 More	information	about	Missouri	SARE	is	
online at http://extension.missouri.edu/sare/. 
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Highlights of the ASCFG 
Midwest Regional Tour

 The Association of Specialty Cut Flower 
Growers	holds	regional	tours	of	cut	flower	farms	
in addition to a national meeting every year. 
I was fortunate to be able to attend the 2008 
Regional	Tour	in	Wisconsin	on	July	6.	Here	are	
some highlights. 
	 We	visited	Joe	Schmitt’s	1	½	acres	of	field	
grown annuals and perennials at the Vermont 
Valley CSA. Vermont Valley is a thousand-
member	certified	organic	CSA	farm.	Joe	is	a	
third	generation	cut	flower	grower	and	definitely	
an	innovator	in	the	field.	He	demonstrated	
planting	sunflower	seedlings	with	a	Japanese	
paper chain pot transplanter, planting plugs with 
a	Drängen	fitted	with	a	water	jet	dibble	system,	
and making supports for Hortonova netting with 
½	inch	EMT	tubing	bent	to	form	hoops.	The	
Drängen is a labor saving machine that actually 
lets	you	lay	down	on	the	job!
	 Our	second	stop	was	Carol	Larsen’s	farm	
at Mt. Horeb (south-central Wisconsin). Carol 
has	been	growing	flowers	for	over	30	years	and	
markets	through	the	Dane	County	Farmer’s	
Market, through Fair Field Flowers LLC and 
also	supplies	flowers	for	weddings	and	special	
events. She currently uses two hoop houses or 
high tunnels in her operation.
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 1. Plug cells in Japanese paper tray

	 2.	Joe	Schmitt	loading	a	paper	pot	tray	of	sunflower	
seedlings into the paper pot planter

	 3.	Joe	pulls	the	loaded	paper	pot	planter	down	the	
row.

	 5.	Joe	waters	the	sunflowers	in	using	the	water	tank	
on the Drängen.

	 4.	Sunflower	seedlings	planted	by	the	machine
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	 The	water	jets	on	the	Drängen	prepare	the	planting	
holes for the plugs.

	 The	water	jets	and	Drängen	controls	are	operated	by	
foot pedals.

 The plugs are planted into the planting holes 
according to Joe’s planting pattern.

	 Sign	on	Fair	Field	Flowers	refrigerated	van

	 A	candy	store	of	flowers	in	the	refrigerated	Fair	Field	
Flowers	van
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	 Joe	demonstrates	the	way	to	make	net	supports	out	of	
half-inch EMT tubing.

	 Cut	flower	production	at	Vermont	Valley	CSA

 Carol Larson’s hoop house on tour

 Lunch was served at the University of 
Wisconsin	West	Madison	Research	Station.	John	
Hendrickson from the UW Center for Integrated 
Agricultural Studies (CIAS) joined us. He 
shared an interesting study of how growers 
make a living on a fresh market vegetable 
farm. The report is entitled “Grower to grower: 
Creating a livlihood on a fresh market vegetable 
farm”. A summary as well as a full text can be 
accessed at http://www.cias.wisc.edu/crops-and-
livestock/report-helps-fresh-market-vegetable-
growers-understand-and-share-finances/ and you 
can request a print copy for a small fee.
	 Judith	Reith-Rozelle,	assistant	
superintendent	at	the	West	Madison	Research	
Station, led a guided tour of the demonstration 
area	after	lunch.	The	annuals	for	cut	flowers	
demonstration planting was featured, but there 
were many more interesting plantings. These 
included garden annuals and perennials, a 
rain garden, grapes, blueberries, raspberries, 
strawberries,	tree	fruits	and	vegetables	–	and	
even	hops!
	 The	Regional	tour	was	excellent.	You	do	
not have to be a member of the Association 
of Specialty Cut Flower Growers to attend. 
However,	if	you	are	interested	in	finding	out	
about	the	benefits	of	membership,	visit	their	
website at http://www.ascfg.org/ 

Sources:
Japanese Paper Pot Planter 
John Hendrickson 
stonecirclefarm@tds.net  
920-927-7362 
http://personalpages.tds.net/~stonecirclefarm/ 
(The website has a link to a YouTube video of 
the paper pot planter in operation.)

Drängen Motorized Work Carts 
John Bradshaw 
Pendragon Specialties LLC. 
Ph. 262-844-3440 
info@pendragonfabrication.com  
www.pendragonfabrication.com  
2485 Corporate Circle, Unit #5 
East Troy, WI 53120




