
The ASCFG Research Foundation awarded two academic 
grants for cut flower research. 

John Dole, North Carolina State University, will continue his 
examination of postharvest life of specialty cut flowers. Stanton 
Gill, University of Maryland, will use trap plants to control insect 
plants in cut flowers. The competition is open to academic, 
governmental, and industry researchers. 

The ASCFG Research Committee is happy to announce the winners of its Grower Grant program.  These ASCFG members 
have received grants which will allow them to perform on-farm research benefitting specialty cut flower growers in the field or 
in the greenhouse. 

Any grower is eligible to apply for these competitive grants. Topics to be considered include field pest control, new species 
and cultivar evaluation, fresh or dried postharvest, fertilizers and nutrition, economics of production, water management, and off- 
season production. 

Proposed work to be funded by ASCFG should be for one year or less in duration, but can be part of a multi-year project. 
Recipients of a grant for a multi-year project will be given preference when they apply for funding in subsequent years. Proposals 
should be two pages or less in length. 

Find more information about the Research Committee grants at the ASCFG web page, under the Research Activities tab. 
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Susan Wright, Shady Grove Gardens, Vilas, North Carolina, 
will find out if early and mid-season pinches of Phox and 
Helenium will significantly lengthen the cutting season, while 
maintaining a reasonably saleable stem length. 

Tom Parker, Parkerhouse Nursery, Mays Landing, New 
Jersey.  His objective is to test the productivity of Kordes 
roses as both a cut flower and container plant in a climate 
representative of many areas on the East Coast, as well as 
to document customer preference and postharvest life. 

Becky Devlin, Back Bay Flower Co., Virginia Beach, 
Virginia will test sweet peas, Karma dahlias, delphinium, 
foxglove and other perennials to measure the use of 
gibberellic acid for extending stem length, increasing stem 
count and cold substitution. 

Jodi Verbanic, Cherry Valley Organics, Burgettstown, 
Pennsylvania.  Jodi will determine the efficacy of corn gluten 
as a pre-emergent herbicide and Matran EC as mid-season 
foliar herbicide in a perennial cut flower system.  She’ll 
also prepare a cost-benefit analysis by comparing the costs 
of the herbicides and manpower with revenue generated 
from the output of those areas. 
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