
To: ASCFG Cut Flower Dahlia Trialers 
From: John Dole, Judy Laushman 
Date: May 1, 2018 
 
Welcome to the ASCFG National Trials Program. Since 1992, ASCFG members have 
evaluated more than 1000 varieties of annuals, perennials, lilies, and woody plants as cut 
flowers. 
 
Thank you for your participation in this year’s Cut Flower Dahlia Trial. This is a first for the 
ASCFG, and we’re eager to see your results, and share them with other ASCFG members, 
and the greater floral industry. You are an important part of this research, and we 
appreciate your work. We hope you will be exposed to new colors and new cultivars 
through your involvement in the Trial program. 
 
The Research Process 
 

A research trial program is complex because of the diversity of climates, soils, scheduling, 
and most of all, people. While we cannot control the environment, we can make every effort 
to reduce the variability of the researchers. The more we grow the plants to the best of our 
abilities, the more useful will be the data. Please use your typical production methods for 
dahlias.  

 
Harvesting 

Harvest as you wish, to provide the best stem length, yield, and profit. Some of the most 
important data you will collect are yield per plant. Yield per plant is obtained by counting 
the stems harvested and dividing by the number of plants put out. These are data we hope 
you routinely keep on all crops you grow and therefore should not add significantly to your 
workload. We also would like some indication of average stem length. While we don't 
want you to measure every stem, we would like to know if we can expect 10-, 20-, 36-or 48-
inch long stems. Provide a range, such as 16-18 inches, if that is more accurate. Finally, we 
are asking several questions concerning your opinion of these flowers. Do your 
customers like them; were they easy to cultivate; would you grow them again; and are they 
better than other cultivars already on the market? 
 
Evaluation Form 
 
We’ve sent you a copy of the 2018 Evaluation Form; please make a copy for each cultivar. 
Forms are also available at the ASCFG web site under Research --- Grower Research. 
Please begin to fill out the sheets immediately. Put the sheets where you will most likely 
remember to fill in additional information as needed. We recommend you file your forms in 
a notebook or binder for safekeeping. 
 
 
 



The Forgotten Few 

Experimental plantings are often started with the best intentions, but as we chase our tails 
in the busy times of the growing season, they tend to be forgotten. Particularly because the 
numbers are relatively small, they are sometimes placed on the "back burner" and stay 
there—weed infested, underfed, and struggling simply to stay alive. Please don't allow this 
to happen to your Trial plants. It is your responsibility to grow the cultivars to the best of 
your ability and to treat them as you would other crops you grow. 

Reality Check 

Some of the varieties in the Trial may be absolute dogs in your climate or your soil. Do the 
best you can to grow them with good horticultural practices, but some plants would just as 
soon die as thrive for you. If you have coaxed them, kissed their leaves, and otherwise given 
up your firstborn, but they still underperform, or completely die, don't feel bad. 
Concentrate your efforts on the successes. Let us know about the good, the bad, and the 
ugly as soon as you can. 

Most importantly, have fun—with luck, you will find the next moneymaker for your 
business. If you have any questions, please contact us. Thank you again for your support of 
the ASCFG Trial Program. 

 
John Dole    Judy Laushman 
jmdole@ncsu.edu   mail@ascfg.org 
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